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THE ANNUAL COUNCIL OF THE GUILD OF ST. BARNABAS 

It was with fresh courage and renewed enthusiasm that the delegates of 
the Guild of St. Barnabas turned their steps away from Hartford, where the 
Seventeenth Annual Council was held, 'November 13 and 14. The delegates were 
warmly welcomed and hospitably entertained, and every means provided for their 
comfort and enjoyment. 

Trinity Church opened its doors the first evening, and Bishop Brewster 
preached an inspiring sermon on the power of enthusiasm in the nurse’s work, 
as in all the great undertakings of life. But he urged on those to whom this 
gift should be denied the importance of a steady faithfulness to duty, an en¬ 
during patience in the face of difficulty, with a certain hope of the peace which 
comes through the accomplishment of a great work. The service in the church 
was followed by a pleasant reception in the Parish-House. 

On the 15th, after the Communion Service, there was a conference of the 
chaplain general with the chaplains, and of the general secretary with the 
secretaries of the branches. In the latter meeting it was decided that each 
secretary should be directly responsible for her correspondent to The American 
Journal of Nursing; that the editor should appoint definite times at which 
she wished to hear from each branch, and that the secretary must see that a 
report of her branch reached the editor at the time appointed. 

Then followed the general business meeting. After the reading of reports 
the time was spent in revising the constitution, copies of which will shortly be 
printed and distributed, and if approved by the guild it will go into effect next 
year. The remainder of time was devoted to a discussion on the united benevo¬ 
lent work. A committee of five was appointed to investigate the subject of a 
fund for aged or disabled nurses—what already exists in that line, and the 
feasibility of starting a guild fund—and it was then voted that the Guild of St. 
Barnabas should unite in sending a nurse to the mission field; that each branch 
should be at liberty to join in the work or not, to a large or small extent, and 
that the offerings on St. Barnabas Day should be devoted to this cause. It is 
to be hoped that every branch in the guild will respond to this call to service, 
that every member of every branch will rise to the opportunity and privilege 
which has been offered, so that the guild may remain true to its central purpose 
of high endeavors and wide sympathies in the midst of the suffering of the 
world. For it is as true of the life of an organization as it is of the life of the 
individual, that progress and power and beauty come only through the channels 
of love and service and ministrations to others, and that those whose faith will 
not lead to a large venture must be content with small results. If the Guild of 
St. Barnabas is to be a living influence, it must reach out in the service of the 
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world and grow in usefulness and breadth of purpose. There is not a nurse in 
the society who will not be grateful for the privilege of sharing in the support 
of one from their midst in order that she may go where the need is greatest, 
and carry the light of science and systematic training to the sick and ignorant 
of the world. So if this undertaking should seem to some a burden placed on 
unwilling shoulders, remember that each one is at liberty to join or not, as she 
feels inclined, only let every member of the guild do what she conceives to be 
right, let each one give as she is able, and God’s blessing will be on the gift in 
the far-off land and on the givers at home. 

Among the social features of the visit were excursions to all places of 
interest in the city, a drive in the country, a pleasant resting-place at the 
Nurses’ Club, and every means of enjoyment which courtesy and kindness could 
provide. 

The day of the council ended with a most delightful reception at Mrs. 
James Y. Goodwin’s, where papers were read by eminent physicians of Hart- 

It is hoped that next year the council will meet in Boston, and that the 
so-called inhospitable city will redeem its reputation by the warm welcome which 
it will extend to its guests. 

M. S. 


Boston Branch. —The meeting of the Boston Branch, held on the evening 
of Wednesday, October 28, at St. Andrew’s Church on Chambers Street, was a 
most interesting one and largely attended. An opinion from the members as 
to the various subjects to be discussed at the guild was requested, and they were 
asked to say what they thought on the two objects for united work in the guild. 
Should the nurses turn their attention to some pension fund or somehing of that 
sort for their own benefit, or should they support a nurse in the mission field. It 
was difficult to obtain much information on this subject from the nurses them¬ 
selves, although several associates spoke, and it seemed to be the general view 
of the meeting that one object need not necessarily militate against the other, 
as only five hundred dollars is needed to support a missionary nurse for a year. 
At last a motion was made and carried that the Boston Branch was in favor 
of the missionary project. It would be such a comfort if the nurses would only 
speak out a little more at such times. They are by no means dumb ordinarily, 
but impenetrable silence seems their choice when asked for an opinion at a 
guild meeting. At the religious service in the church we were addressed by 
the Rev. Daniel L. Addison, of Brookline, who spoke most interestingly on the 
sacrament of service, which he said was only second to the Blessed Sacrament, 
which he called the sacrament of nourishment. Having received this heavenly 
food we were filled with a desire to serve our fellow-creatures. Our social meet¬ 
ing afterwards was most enjoyable, and we were glad to welcome several long- 
absent members, notably Miss Hodgson, who was on her way to her new charge, 
the Malden Hospital. 


Orange, N. J.—A very largely attended meeting was held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Prospect Street, East Orange, at three-thirty P. M., October 29. In the 
absence of our chaplain the rector of the parish, the Rev. Mr. Taylor, conducted 
the service and made a short address, suggesting many beautiful thoughts on 
the “ Mystery of Pain,” showing how such seeming afflictions may be made into 
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real blessings. Three active members and one associate were received. We 
had the pleasure of making welcome three members from Passaic, two newly 
joining the guild and one being transferred from Brooklyn, though we may 
know them only to miss them, as a branch has been formed in Paterson which 
would be much more accessible, but we hope to keep them a short while anyhow, 
and in the meanwhile extend a hearty greeting to the newly formed branch. A 
business meeting followed the service, held in the Parish Room. Reports were 
received from the Committee on Work, two objects being suggested for the 
sewing meetings, to be held, as usual, once a month, the second Thursday The 
Calendar Committee reported that the evidence of their labors would soon be 
m the hand of each member, who is again exhorted to keep the calendar where- 
it can constantly be referred to, that there may be no excuses for lapses of * 
memory. An important discussion was carried on concerning the ideas of the 
branch on the united object of the guild. Adherence seemed chiefly to be given to 
the idea of mutual help, a plea for which has already appeared in these pages. 
Refreshments were handed around by the ladies of the parish, and much enjoyed 
by all who were able to remain. Two active members, Miss Gallian and Miss 
Kapp, have removed to Seattle. A short farewell service was held at the Nurses’ 
Settlement, Valley Street, which was very largely attended by the nurses who 
desired to wish them good-by. Miss Gallian is a graduate of some years’ stand¬ 
ing. Miss Kapp only graduated last year, and goes to Seattle to join her 
mother. An associate member has also a long journey before her, and goes to 
Arizona in a professional capacity. She expects to be there for some months. 
Miss Lotta Layton is now occupying the guild-room at the Nurses’ Settlement, 
convalescing from a severe attack of typhoid fever. 


From the Spirit of Missions: 

“At a meeting of the Board of Missions on September 15 the appointment by 
the Bishop of Alaska of Miss Isabel M. Emberley as trained nurse at Skagway 
was formally approved, her stipend being provided in part by a pledge of the 
Woman s Auxiliary, and as to the remainder by a pledge of the bishop himself. 

“ After a farewell service in the chapel of the Church Missions House on 
September 9, Deaconess E. M. Elwin and Miss Jane S. Jackson, under appoint¬ 
ment to the mission in the Philippine Islands, left New York that evening and 
sailed from San Francisco by the steamer Hong Kong Maru on the 19th of the 
same month. 

“ Besides theae members of the Boston Branch we have in Alaska Deaconess 
Carter at Bishop Rowe’s Hospital, to whom Miss Emberley goes, and Miss 
Lizzie Woods at Circle City. These, with Bishop Brent and Miss Katherine 
Murray, in Utah, make six from our branch in the last two years.” 





